
 
 
Dear   WMS   Choir   Students   and   Parents,  
 
I   miss   you!   Today’s   announcement   by   Governor   Whitmer   confirmed   what   many   of   us   probably   expected,  
but   those   expectations   do   not   diminish   the   magnitude   of   the   decision   and   the   implications   for   our   future.   I  
am   deeply   saddened   that   we   will   not   be   able   to   sing   together   again   in   person   this   school   year.   However,   I  
am   hopeful   that   we   will   all   continue   to   SING!...with   our   attitudes,   our   actions,   and   our   voices   at   home.   I  
am   working   on   creating   ways   for   us   to   connect   with   one   another   through   the   use   of   technology.   The   past  
few   days   I’ve   been   experimenting   with   various   recording   software   and   exploring   online   platforms   that  
might   provide   us   with   some   opportunities   to   share   our   voices   as   well   as   our   faces,   stories,   struggles,   joys,  
concerns,   and   laughter   with   the   primary   goal   being   to   provide   some   sense   of   community   in   this   time   of  
social   distancing.   I   will   continue   to   use   the   Choir   website,   Facebook   page,   and   Instagram   as   the   three  
primary   forms   of   communication   in   addition   to   email.   I   may   also   begin   using   Google   Classroom  
depending   on   how   effective   I   find   it   to   be   for   our   purposes.   I’ve   already   conducted   a   few   trials   with   my  
children’s   chromebooks   and   while   the   quality   may   not   be   as   high   as   we   would   like   it   to   be,   I   am   confident  
that   it   is   enough   for   us   to   make   some   attempts   at   some   music   performance   goals.   Students   with   access   to  
additional   technology   may   consider   using   those   devices   instead   if   they   think   the   quality   would   be   better.   I  
would   like   to   remind   you   that   we   are   all   experiencing   this   time   with   a   variety   of   different   emotions   and  
circumstances.   It’s   okay   that   some   of   you   are   sad   while   others   are   happy.   It’s   also   okay   if   some   of   you  
can’t   wait   to   start   singing   while   others   are   reluctant,   especially   if   singing   alone   seems   scary.   I   have   some  
plans   that   will   hopefully   make   this   experience   enjoyable   and   stress-free   rather   than   stress-full.   Ultimately,  
it’s   up   to   each   of   you   to   decide   how   involved   you   will   be.   I   do   not   have   any   preconceived   expectations   for  
you   individually.   I   am   hopeful   that   many   of   you   will   be   excited   to   try   some   new   things   and   participate   in  
some   activities   that   will   enrich   your   lives   and   give   you   some   great   connections   with   your   friends.   In   the  
end,   we   might   laugh   and   cry   more   than   make   any   great   music,   and   that’s   okay.   I   just   want   you   all   to   know  
that   I’m   here   for   you   and   that   I   care   and   I   know   many   of   you   feel   the   same   way   about   each   other.   To   get  
the   ball   rolling,   I’d   like   to   ask   each   of   you   to   consider   spending   some   time   thinking   about   how   your   past  
experiences   in   choir   have   influenced   you.   These   could   be   both   specific   to   singing   as   well   as   seemingly  
unrelated   to   singing.   Also,   what   songs   have   had   a   significant   impact   on   you   and   why?   What   friendships  
and   interactions   with   your   peers   have   inspired   you   or   made   a   positive   impact   on   your   life?   What   do   you  
miss   most   about   meeting   together   in   the   choir   room?   What   can   I   try   to   provide   for   you   individually   and  
collectively?   Please   don’t   let   these   questions   overwhelm   you.   I’m   not   asking   you   to   do   my   job   for   me.   On  
the   contrary,   I   want   to   make   sure   that   I’m   doing   my   job   as   well   as   I   can   to   be   the   best   teacher   I   can   be.   In  
other   words,   how   can   I   help   you   and   serve   you?   It’s   okay   if   your   answer   is,   “I   don’t   know.”   I’ve   felt   that  
way   several   times   the   past   few   weeks   when   someone   has   asked   me   how   they   could   help.   I   also   know   that   



 
 
just   asking   me   how   they   could   help   let   me   know   how   much   they   cared.   You’re   welcome   to   email   me.   I  
might   also   create   a   simple   survey   for   you   to   complete.   I’ll   look   forward   to   hearing   from   you   and  
continuing   the   conversation   in   the   coming   days   and   weeks.   For   now,   please   know   how   much   I   care   about  
you   all   and   how   much   I   miss   seeing   you   and   hearing   you   SING!   When   this   is   all   over   and   we   can   finally  
get   together   again,   it   is   going   to   be   so   AMAZING!   If   you   just   need   to   hear   some   great   choir   recordings,   I  
created   a   new   page   on   the   website   with   links   to   all   of   the    7th   &   8th   Grade   Choir   festival   performances .  
6th   Grade   students,   I   would   encourage   you   to   visit   your    PDF   and   Recordings   page    to   listen   to   and   sing  
along   with   some   of   the   songs   we   have   sung   this   year.   I’ll   leave   you   with   a   song...this   is   Why   We   SING!  

 
Why   We   Sing   by   Greg   Gilpin  
A   sound   of   hope,   a   sound   of   peace,  
a   sound   that   celebrates   and   speaks   what   we   believe.   A   sound   of   love,   a   sound   so   strong.  
It’s   amazing   what   is   given   when   we   share   a   song.   This   is   why   we   sing,   why   we   lift   our   voice,  
why   we   stand   as   one   in   harmony.  
This   is   why   we   sing,   why   we   lift   our   voice.  
Take   my   hand   and   sing   with   me.  

 
Soothe   a   soul,   mend   a   heart,  
bring   together   lives   that   have   been   torn   apart.   Share   the   joy,   find   a   friend.  
It’s   a   never   ending   gift   that   circles   back   again.   This   is   why   we   sing,   why   we   lift   our   voice,  
why   we   stand   as   one   in   harmony.  
This   is   why   we   sing,   why   we   lift   our   voice.   Take   my   hand   and   sing   with   me.  

 
Music   builds   a   bridge,   it   can   tear   down   a   wall.   Music   is   a   language   that   can   speak   to   one   and   all!   This   is  
why   we   sing,   why   we   lift   our   voice,  
why   we   stand   as   one   in   harmony.  
This   is   why   we   sing,   why   we   lift   our   voice.  
Take   my   hand   and   sing   with   me.  
This   is   why   we   sing!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Mr.   Emerick   Dee   

https://www.wmschoirs.com/2020-festival-recordings-results/
https://www.wmschoirs.com/music-pdfs-recordings/6th-grade-resources/

