
 

Hello WMS Choir Students & Parents! 
 
It’s hard for me to believe, but this week marks the end of the first quarter of the school year. In some ways it 
seems like it’s been a lot longer than 9 weeks, but it also feels like it’s flown by so fast! I’ve really enjoyed 
getting to know all of the students who are new to Choir this year while deepening the bond with former 
students! As we look forward to celebrating Thanksgiving at the end of the month, I want to encourage you to 
consider all that we have to be thankful for this year amidst the many challenges. I am so thankful for music and 
singing! I am thankful for each student and family represented in the Choir program. We often think of 
ourselves like extended family and develop amazing friendships! Speaking of friendship, we are learning so 
many wonderful lessons about the importance of Character for Life from John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success. 
Please read the remainder of the newsletter and stay tuned for several important dates to add to your calendar in 
the coming months. Thank you!  
 
Newsletter in a Nutshell… 
Character for Life 
Quizzes & Grades 
Recording/Concert Clothing & Live Stream 
SING!-A-THON Fundraiser 
Parent Volunteers and Meetings 
 
Character for Life 
The Choir Code, WMS Path of a Titan, and John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success have been a big focus of the 
first quarter. We finished the series of videos about Character for Life and we’ve been using this Discussion 
Guide to help us understand the value of each block of the Pyramid of Success. We’ll refer back to this 
throughout the year as we see opportunities to improve our singing and musicianship through various character 
building blocks. We will set short and long term goals and track our progress. Some of the activities will be 
during class and others will involve some cross-curricular work throughout the school day and from home. 
Some activities will be graded assignments and others will be enrichment opportunities with no grades 
attached...just lots of fun! :-) 
 
Quizzes & Grades 
Students completed quizzes on the three fundamentals of vocal production that lead to exemplary tone quality… 
Posture, Singer’s Breath, and Vowel Shapes. These last two areas were assessed through a Flipgrid assignment. 
Students also completed a music literacy pre-test this past week. Here is a student link (TCAPS email address 
required), and a parent link. Most 6th grade students scored very low on the pre-test which is to be expected 
since most of what is on the test is new information to them. A few 6th grade students and many 7th Grade 
Choir students scored 50% or higher because of previous music literacy lessons including elementary music as 
well as private lessons or previous participation in a choir, band, or orchestra. Most returning 8th Grade Choir 
students scored an 80% or higher on the pre-test depending on their retention from 7th grade. All of these scores 
have been entered in PowerSchool for reference by students, parents, and teachers, but the scores will not count 
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towards any final grades in choir. They will only be used for reference when we take the post-test later in the 
year to see growth.  
 
Recording/Concert Clothing & Live Stream 
Friday, December 11th is officially booked as the day for us to record some performances during the school day 
to share with family and friends via a live stream event. Before this date I will be handing out Choir T-Shirts to 
all Choir students. These will be the required uniform for our recorded performance. Additionally, students will 
need to wear either blue jeans (preferably without rips or holes) or black pants (solid black with no logos, 
designs, or other colors, please). The date for the live stream is still tentative, but please reserve Friday, 
December 18th as a time to pop some popcorn and sit back on the couch with your family and enjoy listening to 
some beautiful music! We’ll probably try to start the live stream around 7:30. Stay tuned for official dates and 
times in case these details need to change.  
 
SING!-A-THON Fundraiser 
The Annual Music Department Discount Card Fall Fundraiser is kicking off this weekend, but the WMS Choirs 
are going to focus our attention on singing and looking forward to raising funds later on this year through a 
SING!-A-THON! If you would still like to purchase a discount card and support the West Choirs, there will be 
many West Senior HS Choir students selling the cards and we would be glad to have you support them.  
 
Parent Meetings 
The Traverse City West Choir Organization (TCWCO) holds meetings at TC West Senior HS in the auditorium 
the second Saturday of most months from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. It would be wonderful to have more 
representation from WMS! The agenda covers everything from fundraising to volunteer needs, upcoming 
events, and future goals for the program. Please consider attending. Our next meeting is Saturday, November 
14th. Future meetings are December 12th, January 9th, February 13th, March 20th, April 17th, and May 8th. 
The meeting will also be broadcast on Zoom for those unable to attend or uncomfortable with joining the 
meeting in person. I’ll post a link on the WMS Choir Facebook page the day before or the day of the meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Emerick Dee 
deeem@tcaps.net 
www.wmschoirs.com  
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @ tcwmschoirs 
 
P.S. Students should be accessing their grade level “Music PDFs & Recordings” page on the website. This 
page requires a password: SING! (ALL CAPS + !). Students should be listening to their songs and singing at 
home. Don’t forget tupractice! :-) 
 
 

http://www.wmschoirs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/tcwmschoirs
http://www.wmschoirs.com/
http://www.facebook.com/tcwmschoirs/
http://www.instagram.com/tcwmschoirs/
https://www.wmschoirs.com/music-pdfs-recordings/
https://youtu.be/Yv8AmiIF4C4

