
  
  

Hello   Choir   Students   &   Parents!     

  

Newsletter   #2   in   a   Nutshell…   

Good   news   /   Bad   news   

The   Choir   Handbook    (parent   signature   required   -   student   login   required   -   80%   are   done   -   Woohoo!)  

Calendar   of   Events   

Choir   Code   Celebration   (Save   the   date   -   Saturday,   October   23rd)   

Parent   Volunteers   (Thank   you   to   all   who   volunteered   for   CCC   -   over   50   parents!)   

Parent   Meetings   (On   Google   Meet   for   now)   

Fall   Fundraiser   (WOW!   WOW!   WOW!   -   BIG   UPDATES!)   

First   Two   Songs   &    Learning   Goals   &   Scales   

  

Bad   news   first...   Unfortunately,   I'll   be   quarantined   out   of   school   through   the   end   of   next   week   

(Friday,   October   1st).   😢   Good   news...   It's   movie   time!   That's   right!   Remember   the   movie   we   just   

watched   a   preview   of   called,   "When   the   Game   Stands   Tall"   about   a   real   HS   football   team   from   

California   that   won   151   games   in   a   row   over   12   seasons?   Well   that's   what   you're   going   to   watch   during   

the   next   few   class   periods.   Make   sure   to   pay   extra   special   attention   to   the   themes   of    love,   

dependability,   teamwork ,   and   more   while   you   watch.   When   you're   done   with   that   one,   I'll   have   you   

watch   an   amazing   Broadway   musical   presentation   of   "Newsies"   set   in   New   York   City   around   the   turn   

of   the   century   (early   1900's)   when   the   newspaper   industry   was   booming   with   people   such   as   William   

Randolph   Hearst   and   Joseph   Pulitzer   (that's   right,   the   guy   who   inspired   the   "Pulitzer   Prize")!   It   has   

amazing   music   and   really   cool   dancing   too!   

  

Choir   Handbook   ( Parent   Signature   Required   -   Student   Login   Required )   

The    choir   handbook    is   on   the   choir   website.   Thank   you   to   all   of   the   students   and   parents   who   have   

completed   this   already   -   over   80%!   If   you   haven’t   done   this   yet,   please   read   this   carefully   together   as   

student   and   parent.   At   the   bottom   of   the   handbook   page   is   a   link   to   a   Google   form   where   students   &   

parents   can   sign   the   acknowledgement.   This   form   also   includes   a   sign   up   for   the   5th   Annual   Choir   

Code   Celebration   on   Saturday,   October   23rd.   

  

Calendar   of   Events   

The    WMS   Choirs   Google   Calendar    is   the   best   way   to   see   all   of   the   events   for   the   year.   Please   

subscribe.   The   3   most   important   dates   to   get   on   your   calendar   right   now   are...   

Saturday,   October   23rd :   5th   Annual   CCC   (ALL   Students   -   ALL   Day)   

Thursday,   December   2nd :   6th   Grade   &   Madrigals   Concert   (Arrive   by   5:45   /   5:00)   

Tuesday,   December   7th :   7th   &   8th   Grade   Concert   (Arrive   by   5:45)   

http://www.wmschoirs.com/
https://www.wmschoirs.com/handbook/
https://www.wmschoirs.com/handbook/
https://www.wmschoirs.com/choir-code-celebration/
https://www.wmschoirs.com/learning-goals-scales/
http://www.wmschoirs.com/home/handbook
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=tcapsstudent.net_k821cu3if8olvdbon64smgjufo%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York


  
  

Choir   Code   Celebration   

I’m   very   excited   to   announce   that   the   5th   annual   Choir   Code   Celebration   (CCC)   is   scheduled   for   

Saturday,   October   23rd.    It’s   the   biggest   event   of   our   year   and   it’s     FREE!    This   all   day   event   runs   from   9   

a.m.   to   9   p.m.   and   will   include   all   6 

th  

  –   8 

th  

  grade   choir   students   as   well   as   some   former   WMS   students   

who   are   now   at   West   Senior   HS   returning   to   lead   some   of   the   team   building   activities.   Nobody   will   

want   to   miss   this   amazing   day   and   while   attendance   is   not   required   or   graded,   it   is   very   encouraged!   

If   for   any   reason   you   can   NOT   attend   part   of   the   day,   please   attend   as   much   as   possible.   All   the   

details   can   be   found   on   the    Choir   Code   Celebration   page   of   the   website .   The   Basic   Itinerary   is:     

9:00   –   12:00…Team   Building   

12:00   –   1:00…Lunch   (Pizza,   chips,   apples,   pop,   and   water)   

1:00   –   4:00…SING!     

4:00   –   8:00…Activities   (Athletic   activities   in   the   gyms,   open   mic   in   the   little   theater,   and   more!)   

5:00   –   7:00…Dinner   &   Dessert   (Qdoba   or   Jimmy   Johns   &   Moomer’s   Ice   Cream   Sundae   Bar)   

8:30   –   9:00…Closing   Ceremony   (Parents,   please   join   us   for   student   presentations   and   performances!)   

  

Parent   Volunteers   

Parent   Volunteers   /   Chaperones   are   needed   for   all   events   (CCC,   Concerts,   etc.)   Please   visit   the   

TCAPS   website   to   complete   the    volunteer   form    at    www.tcaps.net/volunteer .   Thank   you   to   the   50+   

parents   who   have   already   signed   up   to   help   at   the   CCC!   I’ll   be   in   touch   in   the   next   week   or   so   with   

more   details.   

  

Parent   Meetings   ( Google   Meet   Dirent   Link )   

The   Traverse   City   West   Choir   Organization    (TCWCO)   holds   meetings   about   once   a   month   on   

Saturdays   from   9:00   a.m.   to   10:30   a.m.   We   are   currently   meeting   virtually   on   Google.   It   would   be  

wonderful   to   have   representation   from   West   Middle   School.   The   agenda   covers   everything   from   

fundraising   to   volunteer   needs,   upcoming   events,   and   future   goals   for   the   choir   program.   Our   future   

meetings   are   Oct.   9th,   Nov.   13th,   Dec.   4th,   Jan.   8th,   Feb.   12th,   Mar.   12th,   Apr.   9th,   and   May   21st.   

  

Fall   Fundraiser   (WOW!   WOW!   WOW!)   

The   Music   Department   Fall   Fundraiser   kicked   off   on   Friday,   September   17th   and   runs   for   two   weeks   

through   Friday,   October   1st.    We   have   already   raised   over   $16,000!   That’s   FANTASTIC!    Last   year   the   

WMS   Choirs   chose   not   to   do   any   fundraising   due   to   COVID-19.   In   previous   years   we   have   done   an   

outstanding   job   and   we   are   having   another   fantastic   fundraiser!   Our   profit   margin   on   this   fundraiser   

is   extremely   high   (about   90%)!    All   of   the   details   for   the   fundraiser   are   clearly   explained   on   the    choir   

website   fundraising   page .   Our   past   success   has   allowed   us   to   award   scholarships   for   private   lessons   

and   summer   camps   and   provided   us   with   the   funds   to   host   several   very   special   guests   and   events!     

http://www.wmschoirs.com/
http://www.wmschoirs.com/choir-code-celebration/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZREJtaKEgTmKhEbBmHzZFBgzX2Gu2m7t8K6PfYTTw4_WvBA/viewform
http://www.tcaps.net/volunteer
https://meet.google.com/zde-ujdv-vqv
https://sites.google.com/tcwestchoirs.com/tcwestchoirs/organization-council/choir-parent-organization?
https://www.wmschoirs.com/fall-fundraising/
https://www.wmschoirs.com/fall-fundraising/


  
  

Thank   you   for   your   ongoing   financial   support   and   more   importantly   for   encouraging   your   students’   

love   of   singing!    If   your   student   still   has   cards   to   sell,   please   remind   them   that   the   fundraiser   is   still   

going   on   for   another   week.   In   fact,   since   I’m   not   scheduled   to   return   to   school   until   Monday,   October  

4th,   please   have   students   bring   in   their   money   then.   If   they   still   have   cards   at   home   that   they’re   not   

going   to   sell,   it   would   be   greatly   appreciated   if   they   would   return   those   cards   so   that   other   students   

could   sell   them.   Mr.   Wangeman   is   my   colleague   and   co-teaches   with   me   in   the   afternoons.   Any   6th   

Grade   students   who   need   to   turn   in   cards   or   money   may   find   Mr.   Wangeman   during   Advisory   at   the   

end   of   the   day.     

  

First   Two   Songs   &   Learning   Goals   &   Scales   

I'm   sorry   that   we   won't   be   able   to   sing   together   for   a   few   days.   That   said,   please   consider   listening   to   

some   of   the   songs   we   will   continue   singing   when   I   return...specifically:    Stand   in   the   Light    &    I   Have   a   

Voice .   Check   them   out   with   those   links   (remember   the   password:   SING!).   When   I   return   we   will   also   

begin   learning   about   the   three   fundamentals   of   singing   (Posture,   Breathing,   and   Vowel   Shapes)   also   

called   Vocal   Production   in   the    Learning   Goals   &   Scales   available   on   the   Choir   website .   It   would   be   

good   for   you   to   take   some   time   to   look   at   these   and   try   to   memorize   the   three   lists…   

  

  

These   three   elements   will   help   you   to   develop   exemplary   tone   quality   (the   sound   of   a   strong   &   

healthy   singing   voice)!   

  

POSTURE :   

1.   Feet   shoulder   width   apart   

2.   One   foot   slightly   in   front   of   the   other   

3.   Knees   loose,   not   locked   

4.   Hips   over   heels,   not   cocked   

5.   Rib   cage   expanded   

6.   Sternum   lifted   and   hooked   

7.   Shoulders   back   and   down   

8.   Hold   a   crown   

9.   Hands   down   

10.   BOTOX!   :-D   

  

Posturize   before   &   while   you   Vocalize   so   your   

sound   can   Midasize!   (Golden!)   

SINGER'S   BREATH    (Use   your   hand   to   

remember   the   5   points   of   Singer's   Breath):   

1.   Silent  

2.   Deep   

3.   Low   

4.   Fully   expanded   

5.   (around   the   waist)   

  

VOWEL   SHAPES :   

Vertical   Vowels   

TALL   not   WIDE   

  

  

http://www.wmschoirs.com/
https://www.wmschoirs.com/music-pdfs-recordings/6th-grade-resources/stand-in-the-light/
https://www.wmschoirs.com/music-pdfs-recordings/6th-grade-resources/i-have-a-voice/
https://www.wmschoirs.com/music-pdfs-recordings/6th-grade-resources/i-have-a-voice/
https://www.wmschoirs.com/learning-goals-scales/


  
  

In   addition   to   our   “theme   song”   called,   “Why   We   Sing”   we’re   also   learning   two   other   “WMS”   songs   

called,   “Stand   in   the   Light”   and   “I   Have   A   Voice.”   For   now,   here   are   the   lyrics   to   “I   Have   A   Voice”:   

  

I   have   a   voice,   simple   and   clear.   It   speaks   the   truth,   for   all   to   hear.   

It   gives   me   hope,   It   gives   me   faith,   It   lifts   me   up,   It   keeps   me   safe.   

I   have   a   voice,   it's   mine   alone.   It   comforts   me,   It   is   my   own.   

Although   it's   small,   I'm   not   afraid   for   I   am   strong   in   its   embrace.   

No   one   can   say   what   I   have   seen   or   understand   where   I   have   been.   

For   what   I've   found   inside   myself   belongs   to   me   and   no   one   else.   

If   I   were   blind   and   had   no   eyes   to   see   still   I   would   hear   that   voice   inside   of   me   

I   wish   that   you,   I   wish   that   you   could   hear   it   too.   

    

I   have   a   voice   (I   have   a   voice),   simple   and   clear   (simple   and   clear).   

It   speaks   the   truth   (it   speaks   the   truth)   for   all   to   hear   (for   all   to   hear).   

It   gives   me   hope   (it   gives   me   hope).   It   gives   me   faith   (It   gives   me   faith).   

I   have   a   voice   and   I   am   safe   (and   I   am   safe).   

No   one   can   say   what   I   have   seen   or   understand   where   I   have   been.   

For   what   I   found   inside   myself   belongs   to   me   and   no   one   else.   

If   I   were   blind   and   had   no   eyes   to   see   still   I   would   hear   that   voice   that   lives   in   me   

I   wish   that   you,   I   wish   that   you   could   hear   it   too.   

I   have   a   voice,   it's   mine   alone.   It   comforts   me,   it   is   my   own.   

I   know   it's   small,   but   it   is   strong.   I   have   a   voice,   it   is   my   song.  

  

Sincerely,   

  

Mr.   Emerick   Dee   

deeem@tcaps.net   

www.wmschoirs.com     

Follow   us   on    Facebook    &    Instagram    @   tcwmschoirs   

http://www.wmschoirs.com/
http://www.wmschoirs.com/
http://www.facebook.com/tcwmschoirs/
http://www.instagram.com/tcwmschoirs/

